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B A Joint Virtual Seminar Between the UAC & the Arab-Brazilian Chamber

The Arab-Brazilian Chamber of Commerce, in
cooperation with the Union of Arab Chambers, organized
a virtual seminar entitled: “The impact of the effects of
the COVID-19 crisis on the logistics sector in the Arab
World... Opportunities and Challenges in Arab-South
American Partnership.”

Speaking at the symposium along with the President of the
Arab-Brazilian Chamber of Commerce, Rubens Hannun,
Dr. Khaled Hanafy, the Secretary General of the Union
of Arab Chambers, Dr. Kamal Hassan Ali, Assistant
Secretary-General for Economic Affairs at the League of
Arab States, Ahmed El-Wakil, President of the Alexandria
Chamber of Commerce, Jean-Paul Prates, a member of the
Brazilian Senate and head of the parliamentary group he
Brazilian-Arab, whereas, Tamer Mansour the Secretary
General of the Arab Brazilian Chamber of Commerce,
moderated the discussion and dialogue sessions.

The President of the Arab Brazilian Chamber of
Commerce, Rubens Hannun, affirmed that “the need
to build direct shipping lanes is growing in light of the
spread of the (Covid-19) pandemic, which has cast a
shadow on global markets, and from this standpoint
we look forward to getting closely acquainted with the
different ideas, aspirations and viewpoints about how to
take the initial steps that pave the way to achieving our
goals by creating shipping lanes that support economic
and commercial activity,” noting that “the Arab Brazilian
Chamber of Commerce has been at the forefront of calling
for the establishment of Brazilian-Arab shipping lanes, not
only for the purpose of promoting commercial activities
between the two sides, but it is also in order to reduce costs
and create new business opportunities at the global level."
The Secretary General of the Union of Arab Chambers, Dr.
Khaled Hanafy, considered in his speech that the existing
cooperation between Arab countries and South American
countries is not consistent with the economic, commercial,
investment, industrial, tourism and market capabilities of
the two parties, pointing out that there are still abundant
areas to expand and deepen the cooperation through the
maritime link and logistical.

Hanafy affirmed that "due to the development of Arab-
Brazilian trade relations, and the increase in trade exchange
opportunities between Arab countries and South America,
we need to develop logistics services and develop ports
to facilitate and improve opportunities for trade exchange,
as efforts have already begun to establish a shipping line
linking the Arab countries with Brazil and to establish
pivotal ports and joint Arab-Brazilian logistical zones

supported by a commodity exchange in the Arab region."

He pointed out that Egypt is seeking, in cooperation with
the Arab League and the Arab Academy for Science,
Technology and Maritime Transport, to establish logistical
centers in the Mercosur countries, and direct shipping lines
to develop trade exchange, considering that the Arab-
Brazilian logistical link is one of the most important factors
that will enhance investment opportunities and joint trade
exchange in order to reduce the cost of transportation,
storage, packing and other logistical operations.

He called for creating a stimulating environment for
attracting investments in the Arab region and the South
American region through rapid procedures and the
application of mechanisms and initiatives such as the
single window system for all procedures or the approval of
licensed economic agents in addition to signing agreements
for mutual recognition of the procedures adopted by each
country to facilitate and accelerate intra-trade.

For his part, President of the Alexandria Chamber of
Commerce, Ahmed FEI-Wakil, noted “the necessity to
strengthen the mechanisms of Arab-Brazilian cooperation
by working to establish free trade zones between Arab
countries and Brazil and to take advantage of the industrial
zones already present in many free zones adjacent to
ports,” stressing that “It is also imperative to establish
international logistical centers linking the two regions to
overcome the problem of distance that hinders shipping
and storage operations. It is also necessary to encourage
Arab airlines to establish direct lines to Brazil due to
the insufficient lines available. In addition to creating
a market for Arab products by introducing the nature of
these products and the creation of their own brands to the
Brazilian consumer audience.”

The Assistant Secretary-General of the League of Arab
States, Head of the Economic Sector, Ambassador Dr.
Kamal Hassan Ali, said in his speech during the seminar
that the transport and logistics industries were greatly
affected by the Corona pandemic, as the two industries
were involved in the movement, storage, transportation,
purchase and flow of goods as an integral part of global
value chains. Whether within or across international
borders, he said, pointing out that "the disruptions in the
sector's supply chains due to the epidemic could affect
the competitiveness, economic growth and job creation
in many Arab countries and the companies operating in
them."

Source (Union of Arab Chambers)
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B Tunisia's Trade Deficit Declined by 33 percent
The Tunisian Institute of Statistics (governmental) revealed that
the trade deficit in Tunisia decreased by 33 percent during the
first seven months of this year, as the deficit reached about 7.567
billion Tunisian dinars (2.7 billion dollars), after it was in the
range of 11.163 billion dinars (about 4 billion dollars) during the
same period last year.
The ratio of import coverage to exports improved by 3.5 percent,
reaching about 74 percent, while exports declined at the end of
July by 19.5 percent, and imports in turn declined by no less than
23.2 percent.
According to the governmental institute, exports of the textile,
clothing and leather sector decreased by 24 percent, and
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B The Jordanian Central Bank Warns of Labor Market Imbalances

The Central Bank of Jordan revealed imbalances in the Kingdom's
labor market, warning that unemployment will continue to rise
dramatically during the coming period as a result of the country
losing tens of thousands of job opportunities due to the new
Coronavirus pandemic.

According to the Central Bank of Jordan, the labor market
imbalances are mainly due to the limited ability of the Jordanian
economy to create sufficient job opportunities to absorb new
entrants to the labor market.

The Central Bank revealed the low rates of economic growth
and the crowding out of licensed and unlicensed expatriate
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the mechanical and electrical industries sector decreased by
25.4 percent. As for the energy sector, its exports recorded
a decline of 11.1%, as well as exports of the phosphate sector
and its derivatives by 4.5%. On the other hand, exports of the
agricultural and food products sector registered an increase of
10.7 percent. As for imports, they also witnessed a contraction
due to the decline recorded in the level of imports of most
sectors, including processing materials by 29.8%, raw materials
and semi-finished products by 22.6%, consumables by 20.7%,
and energy materials by 29.6%.

Source (Al-Sharq Al-Awsat Newspaper, Edited)
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workers for Jordanian workers in obtaining new employment
opportunities and poor alignment between the outputs of the
educational system and the needs of the market, as well as the
low rate of Jordanian participation in the labor market, which did
not exceed 40% at best, especially among females.

The Central Bank called for effective reform measures to be taken
to address the unemployment problem, noting the importance of
government measures to correct the situation of 110,000 migrant
workers and the departure of about 30,000 during last year.
Source (Al-Araby Al-Jadeed Newspaper, Edited)
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B The Lebanese President Reveals the Port's Initial Losses: More than $15 Billion

Lebanese President Michel Aoun revealed, during his meeting
with German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas, that "the initial
estimates of losses in the Beirut Port explosion exceed 15 billion
dollars."

President Aoun explained to the German Minister the measures
that the government is adopting to confront the repercussions of
the Beirut port explosion, in addition to addressing the current
economic and financial affairs, considering that Minister Maas's
participation to the Paris Conference and the assistance provided
by the German government to Lebanon were highly appreciated.
Aoun emphasized that Lebanon is proceeding with the necessary
reforms, combating corruption, and criminal investigations in
several institutions, to reveal the reasons that led to the decline of
the state's financial capabilities.

For his part, the German Foreign Minister pointed out that
"Siemens decided to provide two 80-megawatt power generators

to provide electricity for a period of one year free of charge
to more than 65 thousand people, and the cost of this work
is estimated at 45 million euros," noting that "the necessary
equipment will reach Beirut, during the next few days, to be
installed in the affected areas."

Maas explained that "the Paris conference in support of Beirut
and the Lebanese people, organized by French President
Emmanuel Macron, showed the solidarity of the international
community with Lebanon in its ordeal, and its desire to stand
by the Lebanese to enable them to overcome what happened,”
stressing that "Germany rushed to provide urgent aid to
Lebanon." Pointing out that "the amount of twenty million euros
presented by Germany at the conference, will be followed by
other assistance to support the Lebanese economy."

Source (Al-Araby Al-Jadeed Newspaper, Edited)



